A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
and connected with the Ormonde inheritance in Ireland. What
was much more important than her father's social status was
her mother's, for her mother was a Howard, the daughter of
that fine old soldier who had conquered at Flodden and the
sister of the Duke of Norfolk of the day. Anne Boleyn was
vivacious, black-haired, French-speaking by training, though
she could speak English as well. She had a certain deformity,
described by some as the doubling of the little finger of one
hand, and by others as a sixth finger. She had at first set her
cap at young Percy, the heir to the great house of Northumber-
land, and become privately engaged to him. Her sister, Maiy
Boleyn, had already been the King's mistress, whom when he
had tired of her Henry had married to a country gentleman of
the name of Carey. Somewhere in the summer of 1523 Henry
had already taken so much notice of Anne Boleyn that he had
ordered the little affair with Percy to be stopped. He evidently
intended Anne to be his mistress as her sister Mary had been,
though it is also evident that she refused. She understood
Catherine's position. She saw that the King was half off his
head with passion for herself, and she conceived the plan
which, with great tenacity, she finally carried out, of making
herself Queen of England. Hers is the contriving brain and
the driving-power throughout all that followed.
We cannot, of course, give the exact date upon which the
bargain was struck between Henry and his Anne, but we can
say with fair certainty that it was somewhere in the course of
the summer of 1525. We may take as a starting-point June 18
of that year, when Anne Boleyn's father was made a peer.
Thenceforward were let loose those forces which, no one at
first intending it, transformed England.
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